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2
I lived in high houses.
I lived in the midst of gardens filled with fragrant floweres. I lived in art palaces surrounded by rnrc pictures, paintings and statue I lived near lakes and  rivers filled  with  lotuses which, like prou
and stately  queens,   gently opened their  mouths and danced o
the waves of the moving waters. I enjoyed the rich songs of sweet birds. I enjoyed the exhilarating dances of peacocks. I enjoyed rich perfumes. I enjoyed delicious dishes.
I enjoyed  the love of my dear wife.
I enjoyed the care and attention of my wife.
I enjoyed the coolness of her eyes, which exceeded the coolness ol
the moon.                                                                      '
I enjoyed the   richness of her conversation. I enjoyed   the   stateliness  of her   gait when she approached me. I enjoyed the comeliness of her  form. It  gave   me  pleasure  to   see   her decked  with ornaments. Her presence always pleased me. Her presence always elevated me.
My cots were of ivory, resting on the heads of lions of rare and
exquisite carving.
I laid my hend on   silken cushions of five different colours. My limbs sought rest on soft beds   spread  with sweetest flowers. Lord, these and many more are   Thy   gifts  unto me.
Lord, in the midst of all these riches, I let my mind meditate on Thee. Lord, in the midst of all these comforts of life 1 sought to do Thy will. Lord. I beg of Thee to help me to become well established in Thee. Lord, help Thou me that the rest of my life maybe spent in Thy service.